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GO 
Limousine transfers, transatlantic perks such 
as 79-inch flat beds, and stopover-Shangri-la at 
the 8,000-square-foot Clubhouse in London’s 
Heathrow Airport (think spa, gourmet fare, and 
cocktail bar) — they’re all part of the Upper Class 
Experience from Virgin Atlantic. If it all sounds 
slightly indulgent, rest assured: Change is in the air. 
In-flight donations collected by the airline garner 
an average of $70,000 each month for charities 
such as Free the Children, which helps fund 
education projects throughout Kenya. Your Virtuoso 
travel advisor has additional details on Virgin Atlantic 
seating classes, services, and flights.

SeE
Globetrotters can give back with Micato Safaris 
by volunteering in sustainability programs such as 
tree planting or by delivering much-needed supplies 
to women and children at the Harambee Centre. 
Having hosted the likes of Indira Gandhi and 
Robert Redford, Micato owners Jane and Felix Pinto 
are also well versed in providing VIP experiences 
for each of their guests, along with their signature 
brand of “home hospitality,” which begins with 
dinner at their family residence in Nairobi. From 
the country’s capital to the indulgent solitude of 
Shompole, a safari with Micato includes stays in 
luxe hotels and bush lodges that are also committed 
to positive change. Contact your Virtuoso travel 
advisor to create a customized journey with Micato 
Safaris suited to your unique interests and needs. 

STay
At the forefront of hospitality and philanthropy in Kenya stands 
Fairmont Hotels & Resorts, beginning with the classic Norfolk 
Hotel in Nairobi, where the city’s past can literally be read on the hotel 
walls. Signature suites are embellished with artifacts from influential 
colonial icons, including Karen Blixen, whose novel Out of Africa helped 
put Kenya on the tourist map (visits to her homestead are just a jaunt 
away). Six dining venues — including the legendary Tea Room and Lord 
Delamere Terrace — are headed by Executive Chef Hubert Des Marais, 
who sources all menus at Fairmont’s three Kenyan properties from local 
farmers and small-scale producers. 
 
Equatorial elegance reigns at the Mount Kenya Safari Club, where 
visitors clear their minds in the English labyrinth, ride horseback 
through Mount Kenya National Park, and stroll the rose gardens that 
bloom directly on the equator. Established by Club founder and former 
actor, William Holden, the onsite animal orphanage serves as a breeding 
and rehab center for endangered African fauna. Toward empowering 
the community, the Club’s farming coop provides local children 
with chickens, and pays members for their free-range, organic eggs. 
Reforestation initiatives here have also helped school kids plant and 
foster more than 10,000 trees. 

Call it creature comforts: Wild times meet tented luxury at the Mara 
Safari Club, where, from four-poster, pillow-top beds, guests can listen 
to a chorus of hippos bellowing from the Mara River below. Nighttime 
game drives and morning hot-air balloon rides over the Masai Mara are 
a must, as are visits to the local Masai village and bazaar. Proceeds from 
the Club support education, medical facilities, and water treatment 
for villagers. The property also helps fund sustainability programs and 
a local animal refuge where intrepid souls can stand mere feet from 
wrestling white rhinos. VI

DOInG IT 
CaUSe FOR TRaveL

From left: A bird’s-eye view at Mount Kenya safari 
Club’s animal orphanage; high above the Masai Mara 

in a hot-air balloon (top); poolside at shompole 
Lodge (bottom); and a proud caretaker stands 
before a white rhino near the Mara safari Club.

RIVIERA MAYA EXCLUSIVE

*Conditions Apply: Prices do not include airfare. Special promotions valid on new bookings only. Prices are per person, based on double occupancy accom-
modations. Packages do not include meals unless otherwise indicated. Savings reflect land prices only and vary by resort and travel dates. Offer valid for travel
thru 12/19/11. Availability is limited. Rates are subject to holiday blackouts, peak period surcharges, and cancellation charges may be applicable of up to the
full price paid depending on the package and when it is cancelled. Other restrictions may apply and vary by resort. CST#2007207-30 ADV#566 SS 6/11

FOR RESERVATIONS, CONTACT YOUR VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR.

Riviera Maya - 5-star FROM $869*

INCLUDES 3 nights, Grand Velas All Suites & SPA Resort, Riviera Maya, all-inclusive
& hotel transfers. EXCLUSIVE save 25%, $50 spa credit per person, per day & 2nd
kid 16 & under stays & eats free.

PRICES DO NOT INCLUDE AIRFARE. ASK ABOUT AIR-INCLUSIVE RATES FROM YOUR CITY.

Nestled between the pristine white sands of Playa del Carmen on Mexico’s Caribbean Coast and the Yucatan jungle, Grand Velas Riviera Maya is
a luxurious all-inclusive vacation paradise. An oasis of luxury on the Riviera Maya, Grand Velas features elegant ocean and jungle-view suites, a holistic
spa, private beach, gourmet dining, fitness club, convention center, personal butler service, exciting activities, and kids' programs. Relax by the
infinity-edge pool or on our exclusive beach, indulge in a culinary tour at eight restaurants, and enjoy a sensual journey at our luxury spa. Explore the
Riviera Maya’s pristine beaches, turquoise Caribbean waters, tropical jungles, Mayan ruins or discover the natural splendor of Cancun and Cozumel.
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